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When a leak ruins the sacristy wall in his fatherâ€™s church, Jonathan Jefferson Weeks thinks

Christmas Eve service will be ruined. Luckily he and his father find a beautiful tapestry, perfect for

covering the damaged wall and giving the church a festive look! But then, an old Jewish woman

recognizes the beautiful cloth. Her discovery leads to a real miracle on Christmas Eve.
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"There are those who say there is no balance in the universe and that all things happen

randomly...without purpose. Take, for instance, one Jonathan Jefferson Weeks. He was most upset

that his family came all the way from Memphis, Tennessee, when his father accepted the position of

pastor at the New Baptist in Detroit. Even though their new home was on the outskirts...it was still

Detroit! Nothing like Tennessee! What possible good reason could there be for leaving home and

coming here?" Jonathan and his family work all summer and fall to get the church cleaned up and

repaired so that it will be perfect for Christmas. But as they complete their work, ice damages the

sacristy wall and plaster falls, leaving a big ugly hole. Jonathan is devastated. He just doesn't

understand God's plan. First they have to leave their home and come to Detroit, and now the church

is ruined after all their hard work, right before Christmas services. What else could happen?



Because of the frigid cold, the car won't start the next morning, and Jonathan and his father have to

take the bus into the city to pick up their holiday decorations. As they pass an old shop, Jonathan

spies the most beautiful piece of cloth he's ever seen, all gold and red, perfect for covering the ugly

hole in the wall. They have very little money left, but the shopkeeper says it's enough to buy the

cloth. While waiting at the bus stop to go back home, father and son, with packages and the

treasured Christmas tapestry, meet a lonely old woman who shares her hot tea and cookies, and

tells them her sad story of love and loss..... Based on an often told homily, master storyteller,

Patricia Polacco, has woven a heartwarming tale that celebrates a real, modern day Christmas

miracle.
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